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Q:  How does ARE eligibility upon graduation from a NAAB accredited program affect state to 
state reciprocity? 
 
A:  Given ARE eligibility concurrent with IDP the future of interstate reciprocal licensure would depend upon 

individual NCARB member boards accepting all divisions of the ARE regardless of when they were taken.  In 2003 
the Collateral Internship Management Group recognized that facilitating the success of this model was contingent 
upon a new NCARB policy making this recommendation to all state member boards.  In cases where the candidate 
for reciprocal licensure has received an NCARB certificate there should be no effect on state to state licensure 
eligibility.   
 
Q:  How does ARE eligibility upon graduation from a NAAB accredited program affect 

international reciprocity? 
 
A:  Once NCARB has determined that a candidate has completed the required phases of education, experience and 

examination and awards an NCARB certificate, there should be no cause for concern over the candidate’s eligibility 
for international reciprocal licensure.  It is important to note that Canadian interns with a Canadian Architectural 
Certification Board Certificate recognizing a degree from an accredited Canadian university architecture program 
may sit for all nine divisions of the ARE prior to completion of practical training or internship in order to obtain 
license to practice in the United States. 
 
Q:  How will changes in the timing of eligibility for the ARE affect aspects of public health, safety 

and welfare meant to be safeguarded by the exam?   
 
A:  To date there is no well documented correlation between when a candidate for licensure takes a division of the 

exam and any level of negligence or frequency of malpractice incidents stemming from the later practice of that 
architect.  It is intuitive that pass rates for certain divisions of the exam may rise as candidates gain more years of 
experience.  There is no need however to maintain experience requirements in advance of examination which only 
serve to impede the most committed, intelligent and capable candidates who could otherwise begin and complete the 
exam sooner.  Candidates, who are capable of successfully passing all divisions of the exam, regardless of when they 
do so, have proven their ability to uphold the health safety and welfare of the public by virtue of the very nature and 
intent of the exam.  It is important to note that passing all divisions of the exam takes a significant amount of time.  
The 2005 Internship & Career Survey, co-sponsored by AIA, ArchVoices, and NCARB, revealed that the average 
candidate takes 2.6 years to successfully complete all nine divisions.  

For more information contact the State and Local Affairs team at 202-626-7507 or govaffs@aia.org. 
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